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Daniel 1
Overall topic: The successive vastation [or gradual destruction] of the Church

	verses
	Summary of the Internal Sense

	1-2
	When the church among the Jewish nation had been destroyed, “Babylon” appropriated to herself all things pertaining to it.


1 In the third year of the kingdom of Jehoiakim, king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to Jerusalem and besieged her.

2 And the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, and the end of the vessels of the house of God; and he brought them into the land of Shinar to the house of his god; and he brought the vessels into the treasure house of his god.
	3-21
	She wished to know all things of the church, and to acquire an understanding of them, and this was the beginning of “Babylon.”


3 And the king said to Ashpenaz, the greatest of his eunuchs, that he should bring from the sons of Israel, and from the seed of the kingdom, and from the princes,

4 children in whom was not any blemish, but of good appearance, and intelligent in all wisdom, and knowing science
, and understanding knowledge, and such as had power in them to stand in the palace of the king, and whom they might teach the learning
 and the tongue of the Chaldeans.

5 And the king provided for them the word
 of the day in the day from the meat of the king, and from the wine of his feast
, and to have them grow up for three years; and at the end of that time they might stand before the king.

6 And among them were of the sons of Judah, Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah.

7 And for them the prince of the eunuchs set names: and he set for Daniel the name of Belteshazzar; and for Hananiah, Shadrach; and for Mishael, Meshach; and for Azariah, Abednego.

8 But Daniel set in his heart that he would not pollute himself with the meat of the king and with the wine of his feast; and he sought of the prince of the eunuchs that he might not pollute himself.

9 And God gave Daniel mercy and compassion before the prince of the eunuchs.

10 And the prince of the eunuchs said to Daniel, “I fear my lord the king, who has provided your food and your drink; for why should he see your faces gloomier
 than the children who are of your likeness
? And you shall endanger my head to the king.”
11 And Daniel said to Melzar
, whom the prince of the eunuchs had appointed over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah,

12 “Please prove thy servants for ten days; and let them give us of the zeroim
 and we will eat, and water and we will drink.

13 “And let our appearance be seen before thee, and the appearance of the children who eat of the king’s meat; and as thou seest, let it be done with thy servants.”
14 And he hearkened to them for this thing, and proved them ten days.

15 And at the end of ten days their appearance appeared better and more nourished in flesh than all the children who ate the king’s meat.

16 And it was that Melzar carried away their meat, and the wine that they should drink, and gave them zeroim.

17 And to these four children, God gave them knowledge and made them intelligent in all learning and wisdom; and to Daniel He gave understanding in all visions and dreams.

18 And at the end of the days when the king had said he should bring them in, then the prince of the eunuchs brought them before Nebuchadnezzar.

19 And the king spoke with them, and there was not found from among all of them any like Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah; and they stood before the king.

20 And in all words of wisdom of understanding that the king sought of them, he found them ten hands over
 all the magicians and diviners that were in all his kingdom.

21 And Daniel was there until the first year of King Cyrus.

Daniel 2

Overall topic: The successive vastation [or gradual destruction] of the Church

	verses
	Summary of the Internal Sense

	1, 2  
	The future character of "Babylon" is foretold. 


1 And in the second year of the kingdom of Nebuchadnezzar, Nebuchadnezzar dreamed dreams, and his spirit was disquieted, and his sleep was gone from him. 

2 Then the king said to call the magicians, and the astrologers, and the sorcerers, and the Chaldeans, to show the king his dreams. So they came and stood before the king. 

	3-11  
	This was not known to those who made common cause with “Babylon.” 


3 And the king said to them, “I have dreamed a dream, and my spirit was disquieted to know the dream.” 

4 And the Chaldeans spoke to the king in Aramaic, “O king, live to eternity; tell thy servants the dream, and we will show the interpretation.” 

5 The king answered and said to the Chaldeans, “The thing has gone from me; if you will not make known to me the dream with its interpretation, you shall be made into pieces, and your houses shall be made a dung-hill. 

6 “But if you show the dream and its interpretation, you shall receive from me gifts and rewards and great glory. Therefore show me the dream and its interpretation.” 

7 They answered again and said, “Let the king say the dream to his servants, and we will show the interpretation of it.” 

8 The king answered and said, “I know of certainty that you would buy the time, because of this: you see the thing has gone from me. 

9 “But if you will not make known to me the dream, there is but one law for you, for you have prepared lying and corrupt words to say before me until the time is changed. Therefore tell me the dream, and I shall know that you can show me its interpretation.” 

10 The Chaldeans answered before the king and said, “There is not a man on the earth who is able to show the king’s matter. Therefore there is no king, lord, nor ruler, who asked such things of any magician, or astrologer, or Chaldean. 

11 “And it is a rare thing that the king requires, and there is no one else who can show it before the king except the gods, whose dwelling is not with flesh.” 
	12, 13  
	Those who made common cause with “Babylon” were blinded,


12 All because of this the king was angry and very enraged, and said to make all the wise men of Babylon perish. 

13 And the law went out that the wise men should be killed; and they sought Daniel and his friends to be killed. 
	14-30  
	but the future character of “Babylon” was disclosed by revelation from the Lord to those who were of the church.


14 Then Daniel answered with counsel and wisdom to Arioch, the major of the king’s guard, who had gone out to slay the wise men of Babylon. 

15 He answered and said to Arioch, the king’s ruler, “Why is the law so hasty from the king?” Then Arioch made the thing known to Daniel. 

16 Then Daniel went in, and desired of the king that he would give him time, and that he would show the king the interpretation. 

17 Then Daniel went to his house, and made the thing known to Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, his companions, 

18 that they would desire compassion from before the God of heaven concerning this secret, so that Daniel and his friends should not perish with what was left of the wise men of Babylon. 

19 Then the secret was revealed to Daniel in a night vision. Then Daniel blessed the God of heaven. 

20 Daniel answered and said,                          


“Blessed be the name of God from ages and even for ages, 

  
For wisdom and might are His. 

21 
And He changes the times and the seasons; 


He removes kings, and sets up kings; 


He gives wisdom to the wise 


And knowledge to those who know understanding.
22 
He reveals the deep and hidden things; 


He knows what is in the darkness, 


And light dwells with Him. 

23 “I thank Thee, and praise Thee, O Thou God of my fathers, who hast given me wisdom and might, and hast made known to me now what we desired of Thee; for Thou hast now made known to us the king’s matter.” 

24 All because of this Daniel went in to Arioch, whom the king had appointed to make the wise men of Babylon perish; he went and said thus to him: “Do not make the wise men of Babylon perish; bring me in before the king, and I will show the interpretation to the king.” 

25 Then Arioch brought in Daniel before the king in haste and said thus to him: “I have found a man of the sons from the exile of Judah, who will make known to the king the interpretation.”

26 The king answered and said to Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, “Art thou able to make known to me the dream which I have seen, and its interpretation?”

27 Daniel answered before the king and said, “The secret which the king has demanded the wise men, the astrologers, the magicians, and those who sever*, cannot show to the king.

28 “But there is a God in heaven who reveals secrets, and makes known to King Nebuchadnezzar what shall be in the latter days. Thy dream, and the visions of thy head upon thy bed, are these:

29 “as for thee, O king, thy concerns came up on thy bed, what should be after this; and He who reveals secrets makes known to thee what shall be.

30 “But as for me, this secret is not revealed to me for any wisdom that I have more than anyone living, but to the intent that the interpretation may be made known to the king, and that thou mightest know the concerns of thy heart.

	31-35  
	The progress of the Babylonish religion follows: first the rulers would learn and teach the goods and truths of heaven and the church; and afterwards they would backslide, until nothing remained except what was adulterated, thus what was merely false and evil, and then the Lord would come.


31 “Thou, O king, wast seeing, and behold a great image. This great image, whose manifestation was excellent, stood before thee; and its appearance was terrifying.

32 “This head of the image was of good gold, his chest and his arms of silver, his belly and his thighs of bronze,

33 “his legs of iron, his feet partly from iron and partly from clay.
34 “Thou wast seeing until a stone was cut out not by hands, which smote the image on his feet that were of iron and clay, and broke them to pieces.

35 “Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver, and the gold were broken to pieces together, and became as the chaff from the summer threshing floors; and the wind carried them away, that no place was found for them; and the stone that smote the image became a great rock, and filled the whole earth.

	36-38  
	First the Word will be taught there according to truths of doctrine drawn from it.


36 “This is the dream; and we will tell the interpretation of it before the king.

37 “Thou, O king, art a king of kings; for the God of heaven has given thee a kingdom, security, and authority, and glory.

38 “And wherever the sons of men dwell, He has given the animals of the field and the fowls of the heaven into thy hand, and has made thee have dominion over them all. Thou art this head of gold.

	39  
	Afterwards the church will prevail, not from spiritual good, but from natural good.


39 “And after thee shall arise another kingdom inferior to thee, and another third kingdom of bronze, which shall have dominion over all the earth.

	40-43  
	Finally all good and truth will be changed by adulterations into evil and falsity, prevailing only through civil diabolic power.


40 “And the fourth kingdom shall be strong as iron, inasmuch as iron breaks in pieces and subdues all things; and as iron that breaks all these, shall it break in pieces and pulverize.

41 “And in that thou sawest the feet and toes part of potter’s clay and part of iron, the kingdom shall be divided; and there shall be in it some of the strength of the iron, because thou sawest the iron commingled with miry clay.

42 “And as the toes of the feet were partly iron, and partly clay, so the kingdom shall be partly strong, and partly broken.

43 “And whereas thou sawest iron commingled with miry clay, they shall be commingling themselves with the seed of men; but they shall not cleave with one another, even as iron does not commingle with clay.

	44-45  
	Then the Lord will come and destroy that religion, and will institute a church that will be in Divine truth from Him.


44 “And in the days of these kings the God of heaven shall set up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed; and the kingdom shall not be left to another people, but it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ages.

45 “Inasmuch as thou sawest that the stone was cut out from the rock not by hands, and that it broke in pieces the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver, and the gold, the great God has made known to the king what shall be after this; and the dream is certain, and its interpretation sure.”

	46-49  
	This was the beginning of “Babylon,” when it worshipped the God of heaven, and magnified doctrine from the Word.


46 Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell on his face, and adored before Daniel, and said to make a libation to him and a gift offering and restful offerings.

47 The king answered Daniel and said, “Of a truth, it is that your God is a God of gods, and a Lord of kings, and a revealer of secrets, since thou couldest reveal this secret.”
48 Then the king made Daniel great, and gave him many great gifts, and made him have dominion over the whole province of Babylon, and made him the great one of the governors over all the wise men of Babylon.

49 Then Daniel petitioned the king, and he set Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, over the affairs of the province of Babylon; but Daniel sat in the gate of the king.

Daniel 3

Overall topics: The successive vastation of the church, a last judgment by the Lord,

and a new church in place of the former.

	verses
	Summary of the Internal Sense

	1-2
	“Babylon” was minded to depart from the worship of the Lord to the worship of another god, which is the “statue of gold set up by Nebuchadnezzar.”


1 Nebuchadnezzar the king made an image of gold whose height was sixty cubits and its breadth six cubits; he set it up in the plain of Dura, in the province of Babylon.
2 Then Nebuchadnezzar the king sent to gather together the princes, the dukes, and the governors, the judges, the treasurers, the counselors, the sheriffs, and all with dominion in the provinces, to come to the dedication of the image which Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up.

	3-7
	All such agreed together, threatening all that they would otherwise be cast into hell.


3 Then the princes, the dukes, and governors, the judges, the treasurers, the counselors, the sheriffs, and all with dominion in the provinces, were gathered together to the dedication of the image that Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up, and they stood before the image that Nebuchadnezzar had set up.

4 Then a herald called with force, “To you it is said, O people, nations, and tongues:

5 “At the time you hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sabbeka
, psaltery, dulcimer
, and all kinds of music, you fall down and worship the golden image that Nebuchadnezzar the king has set up;

6 “and whoever does not fall down and worship shall the same hour be cast into the midst of a burning fiery furnace.”
7 Therefore at that time, when all the people heard the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sabbeka, psaltery, and all kinds of music, all peoples, nations and tongues fell down and worshipped the golden image that Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up.

	8-12
	Those rulers who worshipped the Lord did not obey;


8 Therefore at that time men of the Chaldeans came near, and accused the Jews.

9 They answered and said to King Nebuchadnezzar, “O king, live to ages!

10 “Thou, O king, hast made a decree, that every man who shall hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sabbeka, psaltery, and dulcimer, and all kinds of music, shall fall down and worship the golden image,

11 “and whoever does not fall down and worship should be cast into the midst of a burning fiery furnace.

12 “There are men of the Jews whom thou hast set over the affairs of the province of Babylon: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego; these men, O king, have not regarded thee; they do not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up.”
	13-21
	they were therefore excommunicated and condemned to hell by “Babylon,” together with all things of the Lord’s church;


13 Then Nebuchadnezzar in his rage and fury said to bring Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. Then they brought these men before the king.

14 Nebuchadnezzar answered and said to them, “Is it intentional, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, that you do not serve my gods, nor worship the golden image which I have set up?

15 “Now if you are ready, so that at the time you hear the voice of the cornet, flute, harp, sabbeka, psaltery, and dulcimer and all kinds of music, you fall down and worship the image which I have made, good! But if you do not worship, you shall be cast the same hour into the midst of a burning fiery furnace. And who is that God who shall deliver you out of my hands?”
16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, answered and said to the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we will not answer thee hurriedly in this matter.

17 “If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and He will deliver us out of thy hand, O king.
18 “But if not, be it known to thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up.”
19 Then Nebuchadnezzar was full of fury, and the image of his face was changed against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. He answered and said that they should heat the furnace one seven times more than it was seen to be
 filled.

20 And to the mighty, the mighty men of the force who were in his forces, he said to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, to cast them into the burning fiery furnace.

21 Then these men were bound in their coats, their tunics, and their hats, and their other clothing, and were cast into the midst of the burning fiery furnace.

	22-25
	but still no harm came to them, and it was clearly seen that they were protected by the Lord.


22 Therefore because the king’s word was urgent, and the furnace exceeding hot, the flame of the fire slew those mighty men who took up Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.
23 And these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, fell down bound into the midst of the burning fiery furnace.

24 Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was astounded and rose up vexed. He answered and said to his chancellors, “Did we not cast three men into the midst of the fire bound?” They answered and said to the king, “It is certain, O king.”
25 He answered and said, “Lo, I see four men loose, walking in the midst of the fire, and they have no hurt; and the appearance of the fourth is like the Son of God!”
	26-30, 4:1-3
	“Babylon” was compelled by this to acknowledge and worship the Lord.


26 Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the gate of the burning fiery furnace. He answered and said, “Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, you servants of the Most High God, come out and come here!” Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, came out of the midst of the fire.

27 And the princes, dukes and governors, and the king’s chancellors, being gathered together, saw these men on whose bodies the fire was not able to have dominion. Not a hair of their head was singed, neither were their coats changed, nor had the smell of fire passed on them.

28 Then Nebuchadnezzar answered and said, “Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, who has sent His angel and delivered His servants who trusted in Him, and they have changed the king’s word, and given their bodies, that they might not serve nor worship any god except their own God.

29 “And from me a decree is set, That every people, nation, and tongue, who say any fault against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, shall be made into pieces, and their houses shall be made like a dunghill; all because there is no other God who is able to rescue as this one.”
30 Then the king made Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego to prosper in the province of Babylon.

Daniel 4

1 Nebuchadnezzar the king, to all peoples, nations, and tongues, who dwell in all the earth: “Your peace be multiplied.

2 “It seemed good before me to show the signs and amazing things that the high God has done toward me.

3 “How great are His signs! And how mighty are His amazing things! His kingdom is an eternal kingdom, and His dominion is from generation to generation.”
In Hebrew, chapter 3 ends here.

Daniel 4
Overall topics: The successive vastation [or gradual destruction] of the Church, and a new church in place of the former.

	It is foretold what “Babylon” will be, and in what direction their mind was moved.

	4-7
	This was not known to those who were “Babylon.”


4 “I Nebuchadnezzar was tranquil in my house and flourishing in my palace.

5 “I saw a dream which terrified me, and the thoughts upon my bed and the visions of my head vexed me.

6 “And from myself I set a decree to bring in all the wise men of Babylon before me, that they might make known to me the interpretation of the dream.

7 “Then in came the magicians, the diviners, the Chaldeans, and those who sever*; and I told the dream before them; but they did not make known to me its interpretation.
	8-9
	It was known to those who were of the Lord’s church.


8 “But at the last Daniel came in before me, whose name was Belteshazzar, according to the name of my god, and in whom is the spirit of the holy gods; and before him I said of the dream,

9 “’O Belteshazzar, master of the magicians, because I know that the spirit of the holy gods is in thee, and no secret troubles thee, tell me the visions of my dream that I have seen, and its interpretation.
	10-12
	They purposed to have dominion over heaven and the church when that religion should extend over much territory.


10 “’Thus were the visions of my head in my bed: I was seeing, and behold a tree in the midst of the earth, and its height was great.

11 “’The tree grew, and was strong, and its height reached to heaven, and its sight to the end of all the earth.

12 “’Its leaves were fair, and its blossom much, and in it was nourishment for all; the animals of the field had shade under it, and the birds of the heaven dwelt in its boughs, and from it all flesh was fed.
	13-14
	Then they would no longer have any goods of heaven and the church.


13 “’I was seeing in the visions of my head upon my bed, and, behold, a watcher and a holy one came down from heaven.

14 “’He cried with force, and said thus: “Hew down the tree, and cut off his boughs, shake off his leaves, and scatter his blossom; let the animals get away from under it, and the birds from his boughs.
	15-17
	Nevertheless the Word would remain with them, although perverted.


15 “Nevertheless leave the stump of his roots in the earth, even with a band of iron and bronze, in the tender herb of the field; and let it be wet with the dew of heaven, and let his portion be with the animals in the grass of the earth;

16 “let his heart be changed from that of a man, and let a heart of an animal be given to him; and let seven times pass over him.

17 “This matter is by the decision
 of the watchers, and the demand by the word of the holy ones, to the intent that the living may know that the Most High rules in the kingdom of men, and gives it to whomever He desires, and sets up over it the lowest of men.”

	18-19
	Then those who were of the Lord’s church perceived what those of the Babylonish religion were interiorly, and how far they wished to extend their dominion.


18 “’This dream I King Nebuchadnezzar have seen. Now thou, O Belteshazzar, say its interpretation, since all the wise men of my kingdom are not able to make known to me the interpretation; but thou art able, for the spirit of the holy gods is in thee.’
19 “Then Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, was astonished for one hour, and his concerns vexed him. The king answered and said, ‘Belteshazzar, let not the dream or its interpretation vex thee.’ Belteshazzar answered and said, ‘My lord, may the dream be to them who hate thee, and its interpretation to thine enemies.’

	20-33
	They were so stupid in respect to the truths and goods of the church as to be no longer men, and this fact was confirmed from heaven, where they were seen to be such.


20 “’The tree that thou sawest, which grew, and was strong, whose height reached to the heaven and the sight of it to all the earth,

21 ‘whose leaves were fair and its blossom much, and in it was nourishment for all, under which the animals of the field dwelt, and upon whose boughs the birds of the heavens had their habitation—

22 ‘it is thou, O king, who have grown and become strong; for thy majesty has grown, and reaches to heaven, and thy dominion to the end of the earth.

23 ‘And whereas the king saw a watcher and a holy one coming down from heaven, and saying, “Hew the tree down, and destroy it; yet leave the stump of its roots in the earth, even with a band of iron and bronze, in the tender herb of the field, and let it be wet with the dew of heaven, and let his portion be with the animals of the field, until seven times pass over him;”
24 ‘this is the interpretation, O king, and this is the decision of the Most High, which has come upon my lord the king:

25 ‘that they shall drive thee from men, and thy dwelling shall be with the animals of the field, and they shall make thee to eat grass as oxen, and they shall wet thee with the dew of heaven, and seven times shall pass over thee, until thou know that the Most High rules in the kingdom of men, and gives it to whomever He desires.

26 ‘And whereas they said to leave the stump of the roots of the tree, thy kingdom shall be sure unto thee, after thou shalt have known that the heavens rule.

27 ‘Therefore, O king, let my counsel be good to thee, and break off thy sins by justice, and thine iniquities by being gracious to the poor, if it may be a lengthening of thy tranquility.’”
28 All this came upon King Nebuchadnezzar.

29 At the end of twelve months he was walking in the palace of the kingdom of Babylon.

30 The king answered and said, “Is not this great Babylon, that I have built for the house of the kingdom by the authority of my security, and for the glory of my honor?”
31 While the word was in the king’s mouth, there fell a voice from heaven: “O king Nebuchadnezzar, to thee it is said: The kingdom has passed away from thee.

32 “And they shall drive thee from men, and thy dwelling shall be with the animals of the field; they shall make thee to taste grass as oxen, and seven times shall pass over thee, until thou know that the Most High rules in the kingdom of men, and gives it to whomever He desires.”

33 The same hour the thing was fulfilled upon Nebuchadnezzar, and he was driven from men and ate grass as oxen, and his body was wet with the dew of heaven until his hairs had grown like eagles’ feathers and his nails as the claws of birds.
	34-37
	They feared as yet to extend their dominion over heaven and the church, but acknowledged the Lord before those who were under obedience to them.


34 “And at the end of the days I Nebuchadnezzar lifted up my eyes to heaven, and my knowledge returned to me, and I blessed the Most High, and I praised and honored Him who lives to eternity, whose dominion is an eternal dominion, and His kingdom is from generation and generation.

35 “And all who dwell on the earth are reckoned as nothing, and He does as He desires with the forces of heaven and with those who dwell on the earth, and there is not anyone who stays His hand and says to Him, ‘What art Thou doing?’
36 “At the same time my knowledge returned to me; and for the glory of my kingdom, my honor and countenance returned to me; and my chancellors and my magnates sought me; and I was established in my kingdom, and excellent majesty was added to me.

37 “Now I Nebuchadnezzar praise and extol and honor the King of heaven, all whose works are truth, and His ways judgment; and those who walk in pride He is able to abase.”
Daniel 5

Overall topics: The church totally devastated, and its rejection

	verses
	Summary of the Internal Sense

	1-4  
	“Babylon” profaned all things of heaven and of the church.


1 Belshazzar the king made a great feast to a thousand of his magnates, and drank wine in front of the thousand.

2 Belshazzar, while he tasted the wine, said to bring the golden and silver vessels which his father Nebuchadnezzar had brought out of the temple which was in Jerusalem, so that the king and his magnates, his wives, and his concubines, might drink with them.
3 Then they brought the golden vessels that were brought out from the temple of the house of God which was at Jerusalem; and the king, and his great ones, his wives, and his concubines, drank with them.

4 They drank wine, and praised the gods of gold, and of silver, of bronze, of iron, of wood, and of stone.
	5-6  
	It was perceived from the Word that it was profane,


5 In the same hour fingers of a man’s hand came out and wrote over against the lampstand on the plaster of the wall of the king’s palace; and the king saw the part of the hand that wrote.

6 Then the king’s color
 was changed, and his concerns vexed him, so that the joints
 of his loins were loosened, and his knees knocked one against another.
	7-9  
	but it was not perceived by the primates who were in that religion.


7 The king called with force to bring in the astrologers, the Chaldeans, and those who sever
. And the king answered, and said to the wise men of Babylon, Whatever man shall read this writing and show me its interpretation shall be clothed with purple and have a chain of gold around his neck, and shall be the third with dominion in the kingdom.
8 Then all the king’s wise men came in, but they could not read the writing nor make known to the king its interpretation.

9 Then King Belshazzar was greatly vexed, and his color was changed in him, and his lords were astounded.
	10-24 
	It was confirmed by those who were in the truths of the church, that it was contrary to the Word for them to have exalted themselves above the Lord, and that thus they profaned things holy.


10 Now the queen, because of the speaking of the king and his magnates, went into the house of the feast; and the queen answered and said, “O king, live for ages: let not thy concerns vex thee, nor let thy countenance be changed.
11 “There is a man in thy kingdom, in whom is the spirit of the holy gods; and in the days of thy father, light and intelligence and wisdom, as the wisdom of the gods, was found in him; and King Nebuchadnezzar thy father—the king, thy father—raised him up to be a great one of the magicians, diviners, Chaldeans, and those who sever,
12 “because an excellent spirit, and knowledge, and intelligence, interpreting of dreams, and showing of hard sentences, and loosening of knots
, were found in the same Daniel, whom the king named Belteshazzar. Now let Daniel be called, and he will show the interpretation.”

 13 Then Daniel was brought in before the king. And the king answered and said to Daniel, “Art thou that Daniel, who art from the sons of the exile of Judah, whom the king my father brought out of Judah?
14 “I have even heard of thee that the spirit of the gods is in thee, and that light and intelligence and excellent wisdom is found in thee.

15 “And now the wise men, the astrologers, have been brought in before me, that they should read this writing, and make known to me its interpretation, but they could not show the interpretation of the thing.
16 “And I have heard about thee, that thou canst interpret with interpretations and loosen knots. Now if thou canst read the writing, and make known to me its interpretation, thou shalt be clothed with purple, and have a chain of gold around thy neck, and shalt be the third with dominion in the kingdom.”
17 Then Daniel answered and said before the king, “Let thy gifts be to thyself, and give thy rewards to another; yet I will read the writing unto the king, and make known to him the interpretation.

18 “O thou king, the most high God gave Nebuchadnezzar thy father a kingdom, and majesty, and glory, and honor.
19 “And for the majesty that He gave him, all people, nations, and tongues, were trembling and terrified before him. Whomever he was desiring to, he was slaying; and whomever he was desiring to, he was keeping alive; and whomever he was desiring to, he was setting up; and whomever he was desiring to, he was putting down.
20 “But when his heart was exalted, and his spirit sought authority to become presumptuous, he was deposed from the throne of his kingdom, and they caused his glory to pass away from him.
21 “And he was driven from the sons of men, and his heart was made like the animals, and his dwelling was with the wild asses. They fed him with grass like oxen, and his body was wet with the dew of heaven, until he knew that the Most High God ruled in the kingdom of men, and that He appoints over it whomever he desires to.

22 “And thou, his son, O Belshazzar, hast not humbled thy heart, though thou knewest all this,
23 “but hast lifted up thyself against the Lord of heaven. And they have brought the vessels of His house before thee, and thou, and thy lords, thy wives, and thy concubines, have drunk wine in them; and thou hast praised the gods of silver, and gold, of bronze, iron, wood, and stone, which do not see, nor hear, nor know. And the God in whose hand thy breath is, and whose are all thy ways, thou hast not glorified.
24 “Then the part of the hand was sent from Him, and this writing was inscribed.

	25-28 
	That religion was at an end because there was no longer good and truth of the church.


25 “And this is the writing that was inscribed: MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN.

26 “This is the interpretation of the thing. MENE: God has numbered thy kingdom, and finished it.

27 “TEKEL: Thou art weighed in the balances, and art found wanting.

28 “PERES: Thy kingdom is divided, and given to the Medes and Persians.”

	29-30 
	Thus everything of the church there came to an end.


29 Then Belshazzar said, and they clothed Daniel with purple, and put a chain of gold around his neck, and made a proclamation concerning him that he should be the third with dominion in the kingdom.

30 In that night Belshazzar the king of the Chaldeans was slain.
31 And Darius the Mede received the kingdom, as a son of two and sixty years. 

Daniel 6
Overall topics: The successive vastation of the church, a last judgment by the Lord,

and a new church in place of the former.
	verses
	Summary of the Internal Sense

	1-3
	Worship of the Lord was thought about, as in the church. 


1 It seemed good before Darius to raise up over the kingdom a hundred and twenty princes, who should be over the whole kingdom;

2 and over these, three presidents, of whom Daniel was first, that the princes might give accounts to them, and the king should not be harmed
.

3 And this Daniel was preferred above the presidents and princes, because an excellent spirit was in him; and the king reflected on setting him over the whole kingdom.

	4-9
	They deliberated about this, and concluded that they should be worshipped in place of the Lord.


4 Then the presidents and princes were seeking to find occasion against Daniel concerning the kingdom; but they could find no occasion or corruption, because he was faithful, neither was there any fault or corruption found in him.

5 Then these men said, “We shall not find any occasion against this Daniel unless we find it against him concerning the law of his God.”

6 Then these presidents and princes burst in
 before the king and said thus to him: “Darius, O King, live for ages!
7 “All the presidents of the kingdom, the dukes and the princes, the chancellors and the governors have consulted together to raise up a royal statute and to make a binding decree with authority, that whoever shall seek a petition from any God or man for thirty days, except of thee, O king, shall be cast into the den of lions.

8 “Now, O king, establish the decree and inscribe the writing, so that it may not be changed, according to the law of the Medes and Persians, which does not pass away.”
9 Therefore King Darius inscribed the writing and the decree.

	10-17
	This decree, being denied by those who were of the Lord’s church, it was ordained that they should undergo the punishment of the Inquisition, which is “the lion’s den” into which Daniel was cast.


10 And when Daniel knew that the writing was inscribed, he went into his house; and his windows being open in his chamber toward Jerusalem, he knelt upon his knees three times a day, and prayed and confessed before his God, all as he was doing before this.

11 Then these men assembled and found Daniel beseeching and asking for grace before his God.

12 Then they came near and said before the king concerning the king’s decree: “Hast thou not inscribed a decree that every man who shall seek a petition from any God or man within thirty days, except of thee, O king, shall be cast into the den of lions?” The king answered and said, “The statement is certain, according to the law of the Medes and Persians, which does not pass away.”

13 Then they answered and said before the king, “Daniel, who is of the sons of the exile of Judah, does not regard thee, O king, nor the decree that thou hast inscribed, but makes his petition three times a day.”
14 Then the king, when he heard these words, stunk greatly to himself, and set his heart on Daniel to deliver him; and he was laboring until the going down of the sun to deliver him.

15 Then these men assembled to the king and said to the king, “Know, O king, that the law of the Medes and Persians is, that no decree nor statute which the king establishes may be changed.”
16 Then the king said, and they brought Daniel, and cast him into the den of lions. The king answered and said to Daniel, “Thy God, whom thou servest continually, He will deliver thee.”
17 And a stone was brought, and laid on the mouth of the den, and the king sealed it with his own signet, and with the signet of his lords, that the purpose might not be changed concerning Daniel.

	18-23
	but still they were guarded by the Lord, that they might not undergo that punishment;


18 Then the king went up to his palace and was in his house fasting; neither were instruments of music brought in before him; and his sleep fled away from
 him.

19 Then the king arose very early in the morning and went in haste to the den of lions.

20 And when he came to the den, he cried with a lamentable voice to Daniel. The king answered and said to Daniel, “O Daniel, servant of the living God, is thy God, whom thou servest continually, able to deliver thee from the lions?”
21 Then Daniel spoke with the king, “O king, live for ages.

22 “My God has sent His angel and has shut the mouths of the lions, that they have not hurt me, all because before Him I was found clean; and yes, before thee, O king, I have not done any hurt.”
23 Then the king was exceedingly glad for him, and said that they should take Daniel up out of the den. So Daniel was taken up out of the den, and not any hurt was found on him, because he believed in his God.

	24
	but on the contrary, those who invented that crime were cast into hell,


24 And the king said, and they brought those men who had accused Daniel, and they cast them into the den of lions—them, their children, and their wives; and they did not reach the bottom of the pit before the lions had dominion over them and broke all their bones in pieces.
	25-28
	and those who were in worship of the Lord were saved.


25 Then King Darius wrote: “To all peoples, nations, and tongues that dwell in all the earth: Your peace be multiplied.

26 “A decree is set forth from me that in every dominion of my kingdom men must be trembling and fearing before the God of Daniel; for He is the living God, and steadfast to eternity, and His kingdom that which shall not be destroyed, and His dominion shall be to the end.

27 “He delivers and rescues, and He does signs and amazing things in heaven and on earth, who has delivered Daniel from the hand of the lions.”
28 So this Daniel prospered in the kingdom of Darius, and in the kingdom of Cyrus the Persian.
� The word here is a different but related word for knowledge than the word for knowledge in the next phrase.


� A word that means books, letters and numbers; also in verse 17


� I.e., the quota or ration


� Or “of his drinking”


� As in Gen 40:6, translated in AC 5099 perturbatus


� As in Hos 9:1, as translated in AE 922:3; Hebrew usually “rejoicing”


� Or the steward


� Edible seeds, from the Hebrew word for seed. Probably similar to barley, as the Hebrew word for barley is seorim.


� I.e. ten times wiser; see AC 5223:4, AR 101, et al.


* or soothsayers, who foretell the future by severing animals and reading the entrails


� An Aramaic word for an unknown type of musical instrument


� Or singing; Aramaic: symphony


� I.e., usually


* or soothsayers, who foretell the future by reading animal entrails


� Literally, what is severed (here and in verse 24)


� Literally brightness; also in verse 9


� Literally knots or bindings


� i.e., soothsayers who divine by animal organs; also in v. 11


� i.e., easing of doubts


� I.e., should suffer no loss


� Or, came tumultuously
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